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A total o f  496 localities has been investigated thoroughly  in 20 o f  the 33 adm inistrative 
regions o f  China in the last decade. Supplem entary m aterial from  Taiwan and additional 
C hinese adm inistrative regions becam e available through num erous private collections. 
A lm ost 200 new  species (and subspecies), and nine new  genera (and subgenera) o f 
aquatic and riparian C oleoptera are described from  C hina and neighbouring areas in the 
three volum es o f  W a t e r  B e e t l e s  o f  C h i n a . O n m ore than 1300 pages num erous taxo- 
nom ic revisions and keys are published by 50 (!) authors from  18 countries. The three 
books are richly illustrated w ith m any co lour p lates show ing m ore than 80 top quality 
habitus paintings (m ostly by the fam ous artist W. Zelenka), m ore than 80 habitat photo- 
graphs, and dozens o f  d istribution  m aps.

Several rare species, e.g. C olym betes m inim us  (orig inally  collected by the fam ous 
explorer Sven H edin in 1901), M ataeopseplnis nitid ipennis  (not collected since 1849!), 
or M etagyrinus sinensis have been rediscovered. A photograph o f  H ygrobia  davidi, 
regarded as extinct globally, is provided.

Several contributions are dedicated to larval m orphology. For the first tim e, the habitus 
o f  a hydraenid  larva (i.e. O chthebius gonggashanensis) is depicted in colour.

Two fam ilies, Epim etopidae and T orridincolidae, are recorded from  C hina for the first 
tim e. The discovery  o f  an entirely  new  beetle  fam ily, A spidytidae, w hich w as detected 
in central C hina in 1995, is reported.

Price: Vol. I: € 45.- (€ 25.- for members of Vienna Coleopterists Society, WCV); Vol. II: € 56.- 
(€ 36.- for WCV members); Vol. III: € 65.- (€ 45.- for WCV members). The entire compendium 
(all three volumes) can be purchased at € 150.- (€ 90.- for WCV members).
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